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'"THE IMBECUILE HERALD.

If the Salt Lake Herald eounld be
paspyed for reckless stupidity aond va-
pid imbecility the assay would go very
high. An illustration in support of this
in its leading  editorinl of yestevday |
morniug; roferring  especinlly (o that |
portion of it which sgve: ** Byt it is
¢ertain that Senator  Smool "s retire
menr waould deprive Senator Kearns
nnd the American purry of the one ren
son which gives that party strength, '’
The malice in that sort of statement
shows u percentage pretty well along

{ toward the percentage of stupidity and
fampeeility that  the assav would de-

velop, There is po yeuson whotever in

the contention that the fortunes of the |

American party are especially hound up
I the Smoor cnse Neither ts thero
any  gustification or faumess or can-
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sonse upon the Smoot ofee
tion to the Seuate. The protest against
Smoot was not an American party pro
test, berause ut the time it was made
the American party had not heen ealled
mto existence.  The American party
originated in the Bomberger [Iall moet
ges which  were  enlled  te protest
against the shockiogly indecent, im-

motal, sl lawless  conditions exjst

. s disclospd in the testimons

delivered by Prosident Josoph F. St

fm the spring of 1008, wnen ho was

testifviog in Smoot's behalf before the
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Flections, The Smoot election and the |

contost which sprung out of it far ante
dated the Tormation of the Ameriean
prrty, and those who moade that pro
tost were not espocinlly the promoters
oF sponsars of the American party. So
fur as Mr. Kearns is concerned, he
didd nol al that timie vlentify himself

with the movement at all, nor was his

name in any wav eonsidered in eon
nection with it. In faet, he was not in
the city at the time. The movemant

WAS 4 spontancous one, in which a large
anmber of loval eitizens Joinedl  hera
to make known their indignation at the
testimony of FPresident Smith and to
protest against his declaration made
to the committee that the people hers
condoned his erimes, hypoericics, and
his deflant rejection of 1he pledges wml
the apreements made in order to ob
tatu Statehood for "tah

The Amertean party has never

i any
time made the Smoat cawe fis fight, nor
founded any wvitnl deelurntion wpon it
The Ameriean  party  position is far
broader than Smoot or Smootism. The

American  party  demands  that  the
pledges made to obiain Statehood for
Utah be faithfully observed. Its eon-
tention does nor merely mesn that
apostles or high officinls of the ehureh

shall not be eleeted to politis fYiew,
but 1t makes the broad den that
the chnreh =shall k 1 hands oyt of
pulities and cease to laim amd exor-
cige jurisdietion over civil aff Lirs, and

thnt polvgamy and poly s  living
shall 1 faet be nbandonad, as it was
agreed that they should be. If poth
mg mare were to be urged in behalf
aof this Intter, the fact that
agroement wos  well  understood  aned
econsidered to he hinding upon all, aod
the fact that the first State Logi "r'uu-
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fully earried out 18 ¢lear, for ot herwiss
thera was no sort of justification in

#rnse or in law for the enactment of
any suech stntute

The Amenican puriy has made a plain
record thronghout, 1t has never at any
tinie oarrowed its principles down to
any small basis ane way or the oth- |
er, nor to any personal relation It |
has never deelared that if Smool wore
retired from the Senate then its fight
would be won, As a matter of e
ity fight would not be won by thar re
tirement. The Americen party contest
15 to be won only when the pledges
made 1o abtuin Stutehood for b
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ers of the Mormon ehureh ahsolve, in

fuc, as well as in pretenss, their peo
plie trom pohtical alieg
leaders, and when the pricsthood will
give up 1n good fuith ns well as in
pretense their civil control of the sState
auil of the various mumecipal entitics
therein. In ghort. when Uteb is made
i gepuine Americun State on the =ame
Lasis a8 othey Amerieians Stateg stand
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